PRAYER VIGIL

Guidelines for Church/Parish Leaders

Overview

The Coalition for Life of Iowa (CFLI) organizes this vigil outside the Planned Parenthood (PP) located at 3425 First Ave. SE, Cedar Rapids, IA.  We hold vigil with the purpose of maintaining a peaceful prayer presence for at least 40 days, twice a year.  In Spring, the dates coincide with Lent.  In Fall, the dates run 40 day until the first Sunday that includes the entire month of October (Oct 31 or the first Sunday in November.)  We focus extra attention to the hours when PP is open, and then the remaining daylight hours.  The present hours of operation for PP appear on the Guidelines for Participants.  CFLI greatly appreciates that your faith community agreed to participate.  We thank you for volunteering.

CFLI is a non-profit, 501(c)3 organization located in Cedar Rapids with a mission to defend and promote the Sanctity of Human Life from Conception until Natural Death.  This Prayer Vigil is part of the 40 Days for Life National Campaign.  The objectives of the Prayer Vigil are to ask God's forgiveness for the sins of abortion, infanticide and euthanasia and to seek God's grace to turn hearts and souls from the culture of death to a culture of life.

Your faith community chose a vigil time slot.  Divide the participants into 60-minute time periods.  Hopefully, you will be able to obtain a large number of volunteers.  However, please make sure that there are at least two adults present for every time period.  Volunteers can also participate at PP or away from PP at any time during the vigil.

Please review the more detailed information provided as "Information For Participants" and review this information with those volunteers for the prayer vigil. Please follow up with the appropriate people to ensure that bulletin and pulpit  announcements are being used. Suggested announcements were provide by CFLI to your faith community leader.  Also, before the 40 days begin, please advise how many people will be participating in each time period. We suggest that you have a lead person for each time period. Prayer Vigil information also appears on the CFLI website at www.lifeiowa.org .

