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Life Matters 
Discussing life matters, 

because life matters 

August 2017 

Trust Really Matters 
A few years ago I grew disgusted at the severe bias in the media. 
It pushed me to more reputable sources, which actually made me 
more focused on pro-life issues. I’ve attended the National 
March for Life multiple times, and I’m not the only person who 
is disgusted at the degree to which the media ignored it in the 
past, and then twisted the facts. 

This month we will focus on trust. It’s important to recognize the 
bias we exhibit.  Media bias arises from many causes. I try to 
challenge what I hear and dig beneath the numbers. I’ve been 
known to call upon certain pro-life media sources to retract 
certain statements unless they offer more information. As fair 
warning, one video linked to from this edition has what I 
consider selective figures that aren’t very convincing to me. 
Maybe you can figure out which one that is. 

People, including the media usually have bias without realizing 
it. Some information comes from: Incorrect sources, biased 
sources, sources trying to make themselves look better than 
others. Some people don’t seek out opposing views, may not 
understand the data, or may not look at it with a critical mind. 

I had to be selective in what I wrote about, since I cannot fit all 
of the trust issues in the space of our typical newsletter. I shrunk 
the font compared to what was used in past issues in order to fit 
as much as I could, but it wasn’t enough!  - Jim Burke 
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Upcoming Events 

Second Tuesdays 
7 p.m. – 8:30 p.m. 

CFLI Board Meeting (2nd Tuesdays) 
Get involved in the decisions that guide our organization! 
Where: St. Patrick’s Common Grounds Coffee Shop 
  120 5th St NW, Cedar Rapids, IA 
More info: coalitionforlife@gmail.com 

Fourth Tuesdays 
7 p.m. – 8:30 p.m. 

CFLI Working Meeting (4th Tuesdays) 
Get involved in planning the activities for our organization! 
Where: St. Patrick’s Common Grounds Coffee Shop 
  120 5th St NW, Cedar Rapids, IA 
More info: coalitionforlife@gmail.com 

Sun, Sep 24 
2 p.m. – 3 p.m. 

40 Days for Life Kick-off Rally 
Join us to kick-off our 40 days of prayer and fasting! 
Where: Sidewalk outside Planned Parenthood 
  3425 First Ave SE, Cedar Rapids, IA 
More info: https://40daysforlife.com/local-campaigns/cedar-rapids/ 

Sep 27 – Nov 5 
24 hours / day 

40 Days for Life Prayer Vigil 
Join us in praying for an end to abortion in a peaceful prayer vigil! 
Where: Sidewalk outside Planned Parenthood 
  3425 First Ave SE, Cedar Rapids, IA 
More info: https://40daysforlife.com/local-campaigns/cedar-rapids/ 

Sun, Nov 5 
5 p.m. – 7 p.m. 

40 Days for Life Finale Rally 
Join us to conclude our 40 days of prayer and fasting! 
Where: Sidewalk outside Planned Parenthood 
  3425 First Ave SE, Cedar Rapids, IA 
More info: https://40daysforlife.com/local-campaigns/cedar-rapids/ 

~ 2018 ~  

January Midwest March for Life in Des Moines 

January Cedar Rapids March for Life 

January National March for Life (March is Jan 19) 
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have many doctors between 
them and Cedar Rapids, and 
Planned Parenthood has a 
closer facility in Iowa City. So 
they aren’t taking on a larger 
load from closing facilities. We 
saw their numbers drop in 
Cedar Rapids after the 
Dubuque facility closed, and 
that’s closer. 

Medical doctors and 
professionals say it’s hard to 
keep a practice open if more 
than 20% of clients are on 
Medicaid. The extent of the 
shrinkage just doesn’t make 
sense for the excuses they gave. 

My take on all of this is that a 
change in law occurred, and 
they used it as an opportunity 
to play victim to oppose 
unfavorable policies and 
politicians who didn’t believe 
their deception. They run a 
failing business that continues 
to shrink. If they can time the 
closures right, they blame pro-
lifers to gain sympathy. Too 
many people believe them. 

1

We know Planned Parenthood 
closed some facilities recently. But 
what caused the closures? 

Planned Parenthood took the 
opportunity to blame the change 
in Iowa laws, which would deny 
them of most of their government 
funding. By closing most of the 
facilities on June 30th, it sure 
sounds like a good excuse. But 
let’s look deeper! 

Planned Parenthood has closed 
the vast majority of their Iowa 
facilities since 2010. This could be 
a continuation of that trend. But 
even that claim would require 
more evidence. We track the 
hours of operation of each facility 
within the state. The last time the 
hours were changed for the 
Bettendorf facility, they dropped 
from 34 to just 26 hours per week. 
That’s roughly ¼ of their hours! 
They put great expense into 
opening a great facility in a large 
city, and it wasn’t producing 
adequate results. 

Sioux City struggled to find 
abortionists over the years. They 
went back and forth between 

2

offering abortions and not 
offering them. 

When they closed facilities in 
NW Iowa, they claimed they 
were consolidating to serve their 
clients better. What business 
reduces their locations and 
doesn’t expand hours at the 
other facility? But when they 
closed all facilities in NW Iowa, 

it became clear their business 
was failing. 

Let’s also consider the effects in 
Cedar Rapids. We checked the 
change in hours after July 1. 
They did decrease their hours 

from 36 hours per week to just 
35. That’s 1 hour or 2.77% of 
their hours. Since Planned 
Parenthood tries to convince 
people that the good they do 
should not be blemished by the 
abortions they do based on 
abortions being no more than 3% 
of what they do, this reduction in 
hours resulting from the changes 
in law should suggest that 
helping the poor is not a 
significant part of what they do. 
Clients from the closing facilities 

Planned Parenthood Shrinking 
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Planned Parenthood has 
repeatedly appealed to people’s 
sense of justice and sympathy 
to raise funds for their 
organization. They identify 
medical services that most 
people find favorable. 

Live Action created a video 
back in 2015 that took 
statements by Barack Obama, 
Miss Tennessee, Whoopi 
Goldberg, and Cecile Richards 
each claiming that Planned 
Parenthood provides 
mammograms. Each, including 
Cecile Richard’s own claim are 
contrasted to Cecile Richard’s 
testimony under oath in a 
congressional hearing in 
September of 2015. She said 
quite clearly, “We do not have 
mammogram machines at our 
health centers, and we’ve never 
stated that we did.” Watch for 
yourself: 

https://www.youtube.com/wa
tch?v=tu_0-iD-rPk 

2

At best, Planned Parenthood 
teaches breast self-exams and 
can refer for mammograms. But 
they do not provide 
mammograms, as evidenced by 
the lack of machines and 
testimony from their own CEO 
before the congressional hearing. 

Planned Parenthood has touted 
their prenatal services to gain 
support as well. With 
parenthood in their name, you’d 
think they’d have superior 
prenatal care. But roughly 5% of 
their facilities offer prenatal care. 
That’s a very small percentage 
for something they claim is so 
important. 

Watch for yourself; although the 
Cedar Rapids audio is not in the 
video, of the 97 facilities they 
called Cedar Rapids was one of 
them: 

https://www.youtube.com/wat
ch?v=ekgiScr364Y 
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Although Planned Parenthood 
often tries to make it sound like 
abortion is not a bad thing, they 
find it necessary to minimize its 
count in the percentage of 
services they provide. They 
claim it’s less than 3% of what 
they do. But even people who 
usually side with the abortion 
industry, such as Slate consider 
that statistic meaningless. The 
following video contains one of 
the better explanations I’ve 
encountered: 

https://www.youtube.com/wat
ch?v=qtgqxvaV-8U 

It seems like we can’t trust them 
when they say what they do.  
But beyond the statistics, I 
wouldn’t want to recommend a 
pet shop to anyone if they 
ripped one animal limb from 
limb each year, even if that was 
less than 1% of what they did. 
Low percentages don’t negate 
the concern that they refuse to 
stop doing such harm. 

Planned Parenthood’s Services 
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To avoid legal liability, the 
media usually uses terms such as 
“allegedly” when associating a 
crime with a person who has 
been charged with the crime but 
who has yet to be convicted. 
Once a claim is made, they are 
advised not to make claims that 
suggest either side is definitively 
true. But the attempts to divert 
government funds away from 
the abortion industry has led to 
several reporters repeating the 
claim that no government funds 
are used for abortions. 

But former Planned Parenthood 
manager Sue Thayer has an 
active court case alleging that 
Planned Parenthood has 
illegally used government funds 
for various portions of abortion 
services. The media seems to 
have taken Planned 
Parenthood’s side on this one. 
One doesn’t have to believe Sue 
at her word. But when I first 
heard of her case, I realized I 
was in possession of physical 
evidence suggesting that some of 
the things she alleged were true 
in Cedar Rapids beyond the 
time frame included in her 
lawsuit. I passed it along to her 

2

lawyer when I found out about the 
case. It included such things as 
asking Medicaid clients for 
donations and billing them. That 
odd combination helped me trust 
her other claims. Whenever an 
article claims Planned Parenthood 
doesn’t use government funds for 
abortion, rather than saying they 
aren’t allowed to use such funds in 
that way, the reporter’s credibility 
decreases. 

Abby Johnson made similar 
claims in Texas. Planned 
Parenthood of the Golden Gate 
was convicted after their CFO 
turned blew the whistle on their 
illegal use of taxpayer funds. The 
appeals courts, which usually 
favor the abortion industry upheld 
the conviction, because fraud is 
fraud. 

Dr. Nathanson revealed the lies he 
used to get abortion legalized. The 
Doe from Doe v. Bolton never 
wanted an abortion, but a corrupt 
ACLU lawyer stole her identity 
traits to file a case she opposed. 
The abortion industry and 
abortion law are both built upon 
lies. Many other quotes from key 
people in the abortion industry 
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appear at: 

http://www.prolife.com/everett
.html 

No one wanted to report about 
what an abortionist (Kermit 
Gosnell) did in the privacy of his 
own abortion facility. With 
hundreds of charges against him, 
including murder, it took until 
someone started to shame other 
members of the media before 
others showed up. But the 
Boston Marathon bombing 
shifted focus away from the 
Gosnell trial. Justice was served 
in the end. To their credit, 
several members of the media 
admitted in hindsight that they 
were wrong to have ignored a 
case about such a notorious 
killer. 

Many people who assume pro-
lifers keep unfairly attacking the 
abortion industry try to ignore 
the numerous legal issues. But 
they don’t consider that their 
point of view might be wrong. 
When pro-life sources offer 
misleading information, I try to 
correct them and avoid using 
their information. 

Abortion Industry Legal Matters 
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A few years ago, the Susan G. 
Komen Foundation decided to be 
better stewards with their money 
by avoiding grants to pass-
through organizations. For 
instance, because they knew 
Planned Parenthood doesn’t 
provide mammograms, they 
could only refer for them. Komen 
wanted to fund the mammogram 
part, but not a referral agency. 
But when they announced that 
they would stop funding Planned 
Parenthood because of the 
inferior services, the attacks 
began. Komen almost ceased to 
function after all of the cyber 
attacks and communications they 
received. The ruthless attacks led 
to the re-funding of inferior care. 

Recognizing the power of 
sympathy for a victim, they 
appeared to play victim when the 
incriminating videos were 
released about what they do. 
People were suspicious of the 
claim that their website was down 
due to a hacker when the website 
only contained fundraising 
options, which did fund Planned 
Parenthood and not some hacker. 
Looking into the source code 
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that’s available by viewing page 
source using any browser, 
people spotted that they 
categorized it as a “campaign.” 
That’s not how hackers work. 

They further tried to claim the 
videos were “heavily edited” 
while their supporters simply 
repeated their claim. But a 
reputable group of analysts 
found no credibility to that 
claim. Anyone who watched the 
full-length videos realized the 
few breaks were for bathroom 
breaks, moving from place to 
place, and other trivial reasons. 
There was enough background 
sound that it would have been 
incredibly difficult to hack the 
words to form different 
sentences. Combine that with 
videos, and their claim is 
nonsense. Planned Parenthood 
shouldn’t negotiate the prices of 
baby body parts when they can 
only receive reimbursement for 
incurred costs. 

It took millions of dollars to try 
to minimize the damage to their 
very profitable non-profit 
organization. George Soros 
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donated $1.5 million to 
accomplish that goal. 

As reported last month, 
Planned Parenthood in 
Minnesota appears to be willing 
to do what people found 
revolting about what Kermit 
Gosnell did. Of course it was 
also the illegal activity that put 
him in prison for life. 

When a crime led to police 
seeking information from 
Planned Parenthood in NW 
Iowa, they bragged about how 
they were protecting the privacy 
of their beloved clients. But 
when Sue Thayer sued them, 
they insisted that she provide a 
list of each client and offense. 
They do what is in their 
interests, which is not always in 
the interests of their clients. 

We really try to help people 
relate to each other on opposite 
sides of a controversial issue, 
because we know how people 
change their minds when they 
receive the truth in a loving 
way, and we use truth. It’s 
expensive to cover up lies and 
deception. 

Playing Victim & Covering Up 
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Pro-Life Challenge 

Invite friends and 
family to attend our 

events.  Invite them to 
help us out.  There are 

many needs.  The 
harvest is plenty; 

harvesters are few.  
Many hands make for 

light work! 

Help us out! 
The pro-life movement 

is experience greater 
success than we’ve 

seen in the past several 
decades.  But with 

success brings an even 
greater need for help.  
Please help us build a 

culture of life!  
Volunteer! 

Invite Friends! 

1

With so many forms of deception 
in the abortion industry, it makes 
the people who suddenly recognize 
the deception run to the pro-life 
movement. 

In our last edition, we mentioned 
the Gosnell movie that should 
come out next year. The 
filmmakers were not pro-life! They 
worked on a film about fracking, 
and one of them noticed this 
murder case in Philadelphia 
involving an abortionist. They 
quickly realized the media was 
ignoring one of the most notorious 
killers of our time. The more they 
learned, the more they became 
pro-life. 

The jury in the Gosnell case was 
intentionally screened to make 
sure they weren’t overly pro-life. 
They didn’t want a mistrial 
resulting from a heavily biased 
jury. But after the trial, each jury 
member who responded to 
questions clearly indicated that 
they think abortion needs to be 
curtailed by tightening the 
regulations. 
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Yet another documentary came 
out about the strong evidence 
suggesting abortion greatly 
increases the chance of getting 
breast cancer. The documentary 
was called, “Hush.” The 
filmmaker is still not pro-life to the 
best of my knowledge. But she 
wanted people to make an 
informed decision. It was 
unacceptable that abortionists got 
away without having to explain 
this risk to their clients. Scientists 
know the conditions and 
mechanism that causes this cancer 
to result from abortions but not 
miscarriages. They know that it 
affects women who have abortions 
before their first pregnancy. The 
most reliable studies and the 
greatest number of studies support 
the claim that abortion increases 
the risk of breast cancer. 

When people who aren’t even pro-
life keep making documentaries 
about the lies, deceptions, and 
injustice in the abortion industry, 
you know the truth is not on the 
side of abortionists. 

Fresh Opposition 
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Spread the Word! 
Do you know other pro-life people who might like to 
subscribe to this newsletter? 

• Tell them about it 

• Forward a copy to them 

• Print a copy to hand to friends 

Do you have ideas you want discussed in future issues?  
Contact us with your suggestion.  We may consider 
including your article if you prefer to write your own. 

Did you spot some issues with this newsletter that 
really bug you?  Then perhaps you’d like to help edit it.  
Contact us to see how you can help. 

We welcome advertisers for a reasonable price. 

Remember, Life Matters! 

Coalition for Life of Iowa 

            

Request electronic copies by email:  coalitionforlife@gmail.com 

CFLI Board 
Rich Brandt 
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Mary Cherion 
Sue Martinek 
Tim Mason (President) 
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Steve Speirs 
Bonnie Yount (Secretary) 
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