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Life Matters 
Discussing life matters, 

because life matters 

March 2016 

Get Ready for Spring! 
March brings an end to 40 Days for Life.  It was great! 
April transitions us from 40 Days for Life to our year-
round presence outside of Planned Parenthood.  It also 
brings back our prayer flash mobs.  Various pro-life 
organizations in the area raise funds in the next month or 
two. 

Enough attention was drawn to assisted suicide that we 
will try to address it some.  Future issues will cover it in 
more detail.  The topics to cover are building up again, so 
we will try to fit them all into our newsletter issues. 

There are many aspects of the pro-life movement.  We 
often focus on abortion because of the prevalence, 
severity, and ability to carry forward arguments to other 
life issues.  But we try to address the other aspects of life 
matters. 

- Coalition for Life of Iowa Board 
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Upcoming Events 

Sat, Apr 2 
6 p.m. – 10 p.m. 

Dance for Life 
Come to the Knights of Columbus’s annual benefit for Birthright! 
Where: St. Pius X Church Parish Hall 
   4949 Council St NE, Cedar Rapids, IA 
More info: coalitionforlife@gmail.com  

Fri, Apr 8 
5:30 p.m. – 9 p.m. 

DCRTL’s LIFE Dinner 
Hear Mary Ann Kuharski, President of Pro-Life Across America! 
Where: Grand River Center 
   500 Bell Street, Dubuque, IA 
More info: dcrtl@dcrtl.org  

Tue, Apr 12 
7 p.m. – 8:30 p.m. 

CFLI Board Meeting 
Get involved in the decisions that guide our organization! 
Where: St. Patrick’s Common Grounds Coffee Shop 
   120 5th St NW, Cedar Rapids, IA 
More info: coalitionforlife@gmail.com  

Fri, Apr 15 
9 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. 
4 p.m. – 6:00 p.m. 

Going Natural: A Healthy Choice 
A scientific analysis of the chemistry of sex, fertility and relationships 
Where: Mount Mercy University, Betty Cherry Heritage Hall 
   1330 Elmhurst Dr. NE, Cedar Rapids, IA 
More info: coalitionforlife@gmail.com  
Free open panel discussion from 4-6 p.m. 

Sat, Apr 23 
5:30 p.m. 

Culture of Life Dinner 
This dinner raises funds for NaProTechnology training 
Where: St. Wenceslaus Parish Hall 
   623 Fairchild St, Iowa City, IA 
More info: http://www.stwenc-ic.com/kc/cultureoflife.php  

Tue, Apr 26 
7 p.m. – 8:30 p.m. 

CFLI Working Meeting 
Get involved in planning the activities for our organization! 
Where: St. Patrick’s Common Grounds Coffee Shop 
   120 5th St NW, Cedar Rapids, IA 
More info: coalitionforlife@gmail.com  

Mon, May 9 
6:30 p.m. – 8:30 p.m. 

Bridgehaven Banquet 
Melissa Ohden is this year’s keynote speaker!  Her story is amazing! 
Where: Cedar Rapids Marriott 
   1200 Collins Rd NE, Cedar Rapids, IA 
More info: http://bridgehavencr.org/events/banquet  
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trying to preserve life.  It also 
implicates others in the deaths. 

One concern people have is 
elder abuse.  People don’t want 
to be a burden on others, 
especially their family.  
Unfortunately many people feel 
pressured to end their lives to 
avoid being a burden.  In past 
generations people took extra 
care of their parents and elders 
near the end of life, just like 
their parents took care of them 
when they were children near 
the start of life. 

We need to provide love and 
support, not violence.  Some 
people could use mental help, 
just like we would provide to 
suicidal teens.  We shouldn’t 
arbitrarily decide someone has 
had a full life, or assume the 
person has suddenly stopped 
having a fulfilling life.  We 
should not kill them by any 
means.  We are made in God’s 
image.  We should not seek to 
destroy that image. 

1

The need to understand this topic 
has grown in recent years, and will 
become even more important in 
the years ahead.  People rarely 
understand the distinction in 
terminology, so let’s start there. 

(Physician) Assisted Suicide: A 

person acquires the means to take 
their own life from another 
person, such as a physician or 
pharmacist. 

Euthanasia: the intentional killing 

by act or omission of a dependent 
human being for his or her alleged 
benefit, often to avoid suffering.  
The victim typically faces a 
terminal condition.  It is voluntary 
if the victim grants consent.  It is 
involuntary if the victim did not 
grant consent first. 

Dr. Jack Kevorkian offered a 
system of death for his clients to 
commit assisted suicide in the 
1990s.  It was assisted suicide as 
long as his clients pressed the 
button to start the process.  They 
would die a death using a similar 
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technique as death row inmates 
face when they receive a lethal 
injection.  But Kevorkian 
operated the instruments of 
death himself on September 17, 
1998 to end the life of Thomas 
Youk, who provided his consent.  
That led to the conviction of 
Kevorkian, since it was murder 
in the form of voluntary 
euthanasia. 

Dr. Kevorkian brought attention 
to the issue, despite society 
generally opposing his views.  
Less than 20 years have passed, 
and we have states that have 
legalized assisted suicide.  Now 
it comes in the form of pills. 

We’ve previously reported on 
Brittney Maynard’s situation 
when she moved to Oregon so 
she could kill herself in 2014.  
While calling it death with 
dignity, it denies the dignity 
innate in each of us.  It 
complicates healthcare by 
placing doctors in a role where 
they help end life, instead of 

Assisted Suicide 
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Government Update 

1

Not Much to Report 

There has been little action 
taken in the past month, both in 
Iowa and the federal 
government.  The state nears 
the end of the legislative 
session.  April 19 is the last day 
of the normal session. 

 

The U.S. Supreme Court heard 
the Whole Woman’s Health v. 

Cole case on March 2, however 

no ruling is expected for a 
while.  Although a justice was 

2

nominated to replace Antonin 
Scalia, no Senate hearings have 
taken place, nor are they 
expected prior to the general 
election.  A very recent action by 
the Food and Drug 
Administration (FDA) deserves 
its own story, which is on page 5 
of this newsletter issue. 

 

Several other states have 
defunded Planned Parenthood.  
But there isn’t much else to say 
this month. 

 

3

Rather than repeat the items 
that have no progress, this page 
will remain mostly blank this 
month to reflect the lack of 
activity.  You may read past 
issues to learn about the items 
that are stalled at the federal 
and state levels. 

 

 



 

 

Life Matters: A Coalition for Life of Iowa Newsletter March 2016 

5 

1

We have previously reported 
about how Planned Parenthood 
uses the deadly RU-486 abortion 
pills in a manner that is 
inconsistent with FDA 
guidelines.  The drug consists of 
two different drugs, and it has 
killed several women and 
countless children. 

Planned Parenthood routinely 
used more of the cheaper drug, 
and less of the more expensive 
drug.  They dispensed the drug 
to women who were pregnant 
beyond the number of weeks for 
which the drug was considered 
safe[er] and effective.  Planned 
Parenthood produced data in 
the past to suggest that there 
were absolutely zero negative 
results from their use of RU-486.  
It’s hard to find any drug with 
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zero negative side effects.  This 
led to many people suspecting 
that the data was flawed. 

The abortion lobby has wanted to 
legitimize their off-label use.  It 
allows them to save money, 
while still charging a significant 
fee for the drug.  Any increased 
failure rate simply means they 
can charge even more, since all 
clients seeking a webcam 
abortion that uses RU-486 
consent to a surgical abortion if 
the webcam abortion fails to 
work. 

Imagine an industry that 
promotes a chain of products and 
services in a chain.  The first link 
in the chain is to receive 
government funds to provide sex 
education in schools.  In SW 
Iowa, they received millions of 
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dollars to do this, despite their 
claim that a certain county had 
the highest teen pregnancy rates 
was seriously wrong.  The 
curriculum has been considered 
in line with what one would use 
to groom sexual molesters. 

Increased sexual activity leads to 
the sale of government-funded 
contraception, such as condoms, 
which Consumer Reports rated 
the worst on the market.  When 
those fail, Planned Parenthood 
offers webcam abortions for a 
high fee.  When that fails, they 
sell a surgical abortion.  Many 
women have several abortions in 
their fertile years. 

The FDA now considers the 
previously off-label use “safe 
and effective” up to 70 days 
gestation. 

FDA Gives In 
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It was great to see so many 
of you come out to our 
closing rally.  More people 
showed up than we 
anticipated. 

We have other prayer 
activities that aren’t officially 
part of 40 Days for Life that 
will resume.  Some people 
have committed to at least 
one hour for most days of 
the year.  Our website lists 
those times in our Prayerful 
Presence activity page you 
can access from the Events 
page.  Our prayer flash mobs 
will resume between now 
and the fall 40 Days for Life, 
which starts in late 
September. 

1

The spring 40 Days for Life 
has concluded.  Each 
campaign for life is unique. 

This campaign brought with it 
better than typical weather.  
We avoided road construction 
this spring.  We were pleased 
to see more churches 
involved. 

But Planned Parenthood had 
their eyes on us.  Items were 
stolen in small numbers 
shortly after we ordered much 
larger numbers of those items.  
So we found ourselves 
stronger than before, despite 
the efforts of our opponents. 

Many of our members now 
have resources to make them 
even more influential at 

2

conveying the pro-life 
message.  And rather than 
doing so by driving a greater 
divide between people, we 
did so by helping them 
understand where people on 
the other side come from.  A 
combination of signs and 
books should help our 
members spread the pro-life 
message. 

The world needs greater 
understanding in 
contentious issues.  We 
know you are doing things 
right when people who 
oppose our views brought 
gifts to the people praying 
on the sidewalk!  Yes, it was 
an amazing spring 40 Days 
for Life! 

40 Days for Life 
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Pro-Life 
Challenge 

Regardless of what you 
do this month, invite 

others to join you! 

Attend Events! 

We are a coalition, 
and we like to promote 

the events other pro-
life groups have.  

Attend some of the 
events on page 2! 

Invite Others! 

1

On Saturday, April 2, the 
Knights of Columbus will 
host their annual Dance for 
Life, which benefits 
Birthright.  In most years they 
had it in February or March.  
But this year it moved to 
April. 

The dance takes place at the 
St. Pius Parish Hall.  The 
address is 4949 Council St. 
NE in Cedar Rapids.  The 
parish hall provides a great 
atmosphere for the event. 

The evening is full of music, 
food, silent auction items, and 
numerous door prizes.  Many 
local pro-lifers, including 

2

those who help women 
considering abortion attend 
this annual event. 

It’s an important cause.  
Birthright and Bridgehaven 
do the most in Cedar Rapids 
to help women who face 
unplanned pregnancies.  
Bridgehaven has their 
banquet in May.  And 
Birthright has this dinner to 
raise funds. 

Tickets are available for an $8 
donation.  Have a great time!  
This event is just days away, 
so don’t miss it!  Come to the 
Dance for Life! 

Dance for Life 
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Spread the Word! 
Do you know other pro-life people who might like to 
subscribe to this newsletter? 

• Tell them about it 

• Forward a copy to them 

• Print a copy to hand to friends 

Do you have ideas you want discussed in future issues?  
Contact us with your suggestion.  We may consider 
including your article if you prefer to write your own. 

Did you spot some issues with this newsletter that 
really bug you?  Then perhaps you’d like to help edit it.  
Contact us to see how you can help. 

We welcome advertisers for a reasonable price. 

Remember, Life Matters! 

Coalition for Life of Iowa 

            

Request electronic copies by email:  coalitionforlife@gmail.com 

CFLI Board 
Rich Brandt 
Jim Burke (Vice President) 
Mary Cherion 
Sue Martinek 
Tim Mason (President) 
Pat Semelroth 
Steve Speirs 
Bonnie Yount (Secretary) 
Russell Yount (Treasurer) 
 


