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Life Matters 
Discussing life matters, 

because life matters 

October 2014 

Pray for Our Leaders 
In case you haven’t watched TV, listened to the radio, 
answered your phone, listened to answering machine 
or voicemail messages, or read the newspapers for a 
long time, elections are right around the corner.  
Please pray for a good turnout in elections.  But 
regardless of who wins the elections, remember we 
should always pray for our leaders. 

Leaders take on lots of responsibility, and it always 
helps to have God guiding their decisions.  While 
candidates pull each other down, let us lift up our 
leaders in prayer.  It’s even more critical when leaders 
stray from what is good. 

- Coalition for Life of Iowa Board 

Death Depriving Dignity 

Upcoming Events 

Sunday, 
Nov 2 

Tuesday, 
Nov 4 

Tuesday, 
Nov 7 

40 Days for Life 
Closing Rally 

National Elections 

CFLI Board Meeting 

pg. 3 Assisted Suicide 

Editor:  Jim Burke 

We welcome newcomers 
to our meetings 

Tuesday, 
Nov 21 

CFLI Work Meeting 
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40 Days for Life Closing Rally 
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Last winter 
we took a 
break from 
our prayer 
flash mobs.  
We do take 
a break during 40 Days for 
Life, since our members 
already make significant 
prayer time commitments. 

As 40 Days for Life ends we 
will resume our prayer flash 
mobs.  We will keep our 
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members posted on the 
dates and times. 

We will try to avoid the 
holidays.  We know it’s 
critical to pray and bring 
the message to abortion-
minded women.  We are 
not fair-weather helpers.  
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After 40 days of praying 
for an end to abortion we 
welcome you to our 40 
Days for Life closing rally.  
We gather for prayer on 
the sidewalk outside of 
Planned Parenthood at 
5:00 p.m. on Sunday, 
November 2nd. 

At 6:00 p.m. we head over 
to Godfather’s Pizza in 
the Town & Country 
Shopping Center. 
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Parking on the street near 
the Planned Parenthood is 
limited, so we encourage 
everyone to park in the 
mall parking lot. 

Remember that daylight 
saving time ends the 
morning of November 2nd. 

The closing rally gives us 
a chance to see people 
who prayed during the 40 
days.  Please come even if 
you don’t want pizza.  It’s 

3

not about the food.  It’s 
about praying and unity 
as we close out our largest 
activity this fall.  If you 
can’t make it, thank you 
for participating. 

Prayer Flash Mobs Resume 

3

It’s when conditions 
aren’t ideal that people 
know we really stand for 
something. 

Although some groups 
have chosen to heroically 
pray year-round, these 
prayer flash mobs will 
give everyone a chance to 
participate a little 
throughout the winter.  
You are always free to 
join others year-round! 
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dependent on others for 
physical needs, but may 
depend on others for 
emotional or other needs.  
Late in life, physical 
needs tend to reemerge. 

We consider it tragic 
when teenagers take their 
own lives.  But it’s just as 
tragic when people of any 
age take their own lives. 

Although Brittany 
suggests that she is not 
depressed, she wanted to 
end her life to avoid a 
few months of suffering.  
She moved to Oregon so 
she could seek the legal 
means of death offered in 
that state.  She already 
has the pills. 

As this article started, it is 
a shame to see her 
wanting to kill herself.  
But Oregon allowed her 
to implicate a doctor and 
pharmacist in her suicide 
plans.  We should strive 
to affirm life, and not 
lead medical 
professionals down a 
path of killing. 
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Suicide is tragic.  Even 
more tragic is when people 
get pulled into the act. 

The subject of assisted 
suicide came up in the 
news this month when 
Brittany Maynard 
announced that she would 
kill herself on November 1st, 
after she learned she has a 
terminal form of brain 
cancer.  She was given mere 
months to live.  Since her 
initial announcement, she 
has opened up the 
possibility of seeing how 
things go. 

We recognize the dignity of 
all human life that results 
from God creating us in His 
image.  Some people have 
taken the term and twisted 
it to demand control of the 
time, place, and method of 
one’s death using the 
phrase, “death with 
dignity.” 

Like many life issues, 
emotions run strong, 
especially when people 
experience suffering.  
Although we should not 

Assisted Suicide 
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aim to cause unnecessary 
suffering, we should 
recognize the benefits of 
suffering.  Many people 
can identify things they 
learned from suffering.  
Societies where people are 
willing to suffer for others 
tend to improve.  Societies 
where people avoid 
suffering at all costs and 
seek personal pleasure 
usually fail within three 
generations. 

If suffering is too much, it 
can be managed with 
hospice.  If one is 
concerned about a loss of 
dignity, it’s important to 
realize that dignity does 
not go away due to pain, 
suffering, or disability.  
When we were babies, our 
parents had to tend to our 
every need.  As we grow 
older, we grow less 
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Guest Column 
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Russia's annexation of Crimea 
and invasion of Ukraine, Iran's 
proximity to nuclear weapon 
capability and the barbaric 
aggression of ISIS in the Middle 
East and Boko Haram in 
Nigeria have heightened 
concerns about evil forces 
destroying world peace and 
security. President Obama is 
being criticized for being 
reluctant to address evil around 
the world. However, why 
would anyone expect him to be 
morally outraged about evil 
abroad when he supports evil in 
America? President Obama has 
actively supported the killing of 
unborn children in America 
and many people view him as 
the most anti-life president in 
our nation's history.   

Shortly after his inauguration 
on January 23, 2009, President 
Obama signed an Executive 
Order overturning the Mexico 
City policy that prohibited US 
Government funding of foreign 
organizations that promote the 
killing of unborn children in 
less-developed countries. In 
addition, his administration 
provides more than $500 
million per year in funding to 
the largest killer of unborn 
children in America, Planned 
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Parenthood. This year, President 
Obama was the keynote speaker 
at the Planned Parenthood 
annual meeting. In his speech, 
he even had the audacity to pray 
"God bless Planned 
Parenthood".  Since the 
Supreme Court decision in 1973 
legalizing the killing of unborn 
children, more than 55 million 
children have been brutally 
murdered in the USA. 

Both the terrorist and abortionist 
savagely murder innocent 
human beings. Are suicide 
bombers or beheaders more 
barbaric than abortionists who 
tear unborn children apart limb 
by limb or stick scissors up the 
child's neck to severe the spinal 
cord in a partial-birth killing?  
Dr. Ben Carson states in his 
book, One Nation, that "Recent 
scientific observations have led 
observers to conclude that a 
fetus can experience pain as 
early as 10 weeks of gestation. 
This means that most abortion 
procedures produce extreme 
discomfort for the fetus before it 
dies." To obtain perspective on 
the barbaric nature of the killing 
of unborn children, I challenge 
the readers to view the video, 
Eclipse of Reason, on YouTube.  

America will not be a credible 
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force for human rights among 
the nations of the world until 
we stop killing our unborn 
children. A culture of violence 
has evolved and this terror in 
the womb has dulled America's 
conscience. Anti-life activists 
have become so morally insane 
that they scream "extremist" at 
anyone who defends the 
sanctity of life from fertilization 
until natural death. A political 
party with a history of 
defending the rights of the poor, 
disabled and disadvantaged, 
now supports the killing of 
unborn children in its platform. 

We can stop this moral insanity 
by: praying to God for 
forgiveness and mercy, and a 
change of heart by our national 
leaders; supporting mothers and 
fathers with an unplanned 
pregnancy; encouraging parents 
and grandparents of unborn 
children killed to attend Project 
Rachel healing retreats; 
encouraging Pastors to speak 
out on the moral gravity of 
killing unborn children; 
encouraging chastity and sexual 
abstinence outside marriage; 
voting for morally mature 
candidates who honor God and 
respect the sanctity of human 
life at every stage of life. 

Author: Bill Brennan  
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Elections 
Pro-Life Challenge 

Join us for our 40 Days for 
Life closing rally! 

Vote Pro-Life! 

Remember to vote on 
Tuesday, November 4th. 

Attend Closing Rally 

1

Remember to vote on 
November 4th.  It’s 
important to inform yourself 
about the candidates on the 
ballot.  Linn county makes 
sample ballots available 
online, which makes it 
easier to prepare before 
voting. 

For most issues, there are 
different approaches to 
solving the issues.  Different 
approaches may work to 
varying degrees.  We should 
pay careful attention to the 
stances each candidate has 
on life issues. 

Life is the most fundamental 
human right.  We have no 
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other rights if we lack the 
right to life.  Some 
candidates remain solid on 
life issues.  Some remain 
solid against pro-life matters.  
Some have changed their 
stances over the years. 

Abortion has divided our 
nation.  Assisted suicide has 
slowly spread to a few states.  
So many people have 
twisted the dignity of human 
life into something very 
different from what it really 
is. 

Lawmakers and judges can’t 
solve all of our problems, 
but they can make laws that 
promote the true dignity of 

human life and 
protect it from 
direct threats.  
We still play a 
key role in 
changing the 
culture.  But 
voting plays a 
special role. 

Linn County Election Info: 
http://www.linncountyelections.org/lookup/ 
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Spread the Word! 
Do you know other pro-life people who might like to 
subscribe to this newsletter? 

• Tell them about it 

• Forward a copy to them 

• Print a copy to hand to friends 

Do you have ideas you want discussed in future issues?  
Contact us with your suggestion.  We may consider 
including your article if you prefer to write your own. 

Did you spot some issues with this newsletter that 
really bug you?  Then perhaps you’d like to help edit it.  
Contact us to see how you can help. 

We welcome advertisers for a reasonable price. 

Remember, Life Matters! 

Coalition for Life of Iowa 

            

Request electronic copies by email:  coalitionforlife@gmail.com 

CFLI Board 
Rich Brandt 
Jim Burke (President) 
Mary Cherion 
Sue Martinek 
Tim Mason (Vice President) 
Pat Semelroth 
Steve Speirs 
Bonnie Yount (Secretary) 
Russell Yount (Treasurer) 
 


